


Embodying the after-LIFE

thinking already from the

first steps in the project -
GrassLIFE experience

Inga Racinska, GrassLIFE project manager,
Latvian Fund for Nature
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1.6.13 Long term sustainability of the project and its actions

LIFE says (Application Guide)

LIFE projects represent a considerable investment, and the
European Union attaches great importance to the long term
sustainability of these investments. It is obligatory that throughout
the duration of the project, the beneficiaries consider how these
investments will be secured, maintained, developed and made use
of or replicated after the end of the project. This should be built
into the proposal. This aspect will be carefully checked during the
evaluation process, particularly under Award criterion 1.
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LIFE says (Application Guide)

sustainability

LIFE projects represent a considerable investment

how these
investments will be secured, maintained, developed and made use
of or replicated after the end of the project.



Sustainability definition

The ability to be sustained, supported, upheld, or confirmed.

Oxford English Dictionary:

Sustainable = “Designating a natural resource which is exploited in such a way as to
avoid its long-term depletion.”

Investment = “The conversion of money or circulating capital into some species of
property from which an income or profit is expected to be derived in the ordinary
course of trade or business.”

Money invested is not wasted and continues to serve towards achieving the
long-term goals of the LIFE project.
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But what does it mean?

Money invested is not wasted and continues to serve towards achieving the
long-term goals of the LIFE project.

Minimum: Restored habitats are maintained / Infrastructure kept up

+ Multiplier effect — transfer and replication ....

But maybe we are actually doing more and producing even more benefits?
---- monetary (M)

---- social (S)

---- nature (N)



LIFE16 NATLV000262

Restoring EU priority grasslands and promoting their

multiple use
01/09/2017 - 31/03/2023

Coordinating Beneficiary: Latvian Fund for Nature

Associated Beneficiaries: University of Latvia, Institute for Environmental
Solutions and 12 farmers

Co-financed by: Latvian Environmental Protection fund and project
beneficiaries

14 Natura 2000 sites of Latvia
EU priority grassland habitats 6120%*, 6210%*, 6230%*, 6270%*, 6530*

S fonds

Q

(C’IVij as o

qrossh &

-4 L
i T A
% X0
.
Latvijas vides
izsardzibas fonda
acijs

administy,

N

NATURA 2000



Grassland as an endangered nature value

How do we see grasslands?
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U2 — Unfavourable — Bad
conservation status in a whole
Boreal region

6120* = Xeric and calcareous
grasslands

6210* = Semi-natural dry
grasslands and scrubland
facies on calcareous
substrates (orchids)

6230* = Species-rich nardus
grasslands, on siliceous
substrates

6270* = Fennoscandian
lowland species-rich dry to
mesic grasslands

6530* = Fennoscandian
wooded meadows

(Q(OSSI e

44 =

—

-
NATURA 2000 s
prasres



How do we see grasslands?

Grassland as cultural and historical value, part

Grassland as a business resource . .
of our identity
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How do we see grasslands?

Grassland as a beautiful Grassland as a seed bank Grassland as inspiration:
landscape for art, for ....
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GrassLIFE approach

C.1: Mobile

grazing units

M+ N

C.2: Partner A.6, E.3:

farms with Grassland
investments products

D.3 and E.3: D.3 and E.1:

Ecosystem Social benefits,

Services

national identity




Partner farms with investments M +S + N

Top soil
transfer

Seed
transfer

668
ha




Grassland products with high added value M + N

Happy Butterfly

lijke Viinder Mengsel | Frohjich Schmetteriing

Vro

Melange Papilion Heureux

GREAT TASTING
ARCTIC
SUPERFOODS

We turn Arctic er herbs ink tasty and easy-to-use

products you to stay healthy and g

your day. 100 % naturally. Add our products to
smoothies, deserts, drinks or use them as such. Fast and

affordable shipping worldwide, Free shipping for orders

over 60 € otherwise maximum 9,80 €,
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Ecosystem services M +S + N
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Regulating:
carbon
seq./storage
erosion,
pollinations

Provisioning:
food,
materials,
plants

Habitat/
supporting:
Spp, genetic

diversity

Cultural:
traditions,
recreation




Social benefits, national identity S + N

country
side

Small and

. Mosaic
medium

landscape




Mobile grazing units M + N




GrassLIFE
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esam Latvijas Dabas fonda mobilais ganampulks.
oL - Aploks neariat ‘-,_'-;
Maés Seit stradajam un atjaunojam dabiskas pjavas. atrasties sun a

Uzmanieties 0o

Lidzam netraucét! s
Turieties drosa attaluma! Neboitpet
Nebarojiet un A tond @

nekaitiniet mas!

minu gandmputu
koordinator am

: plaukstosam plavaml 29119612

f-ni&w-mwlm
finansits projekts LSOGNAT/LY/262,
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So, is there a business? qrcsstlfe

Grazing on 300 ha / year
60 cattle and 250 sheep
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Income: Service for grazing ca 100-200 EUR/ha =2 30,000 - 60,000 EUR/year
+ income from selling the animals/meat = ??

Yearly costs:

- staff, 2 FTE and all taxes = 45,000 EUR

- Insurance for cattle and staff = 4000 EUR

- Transportation costs = ???

- Electric fences = ?7??

- Mowing in the grazing areas = ????

- Equipment maintenance (fences, tractor, transport, etc.) = ???7?
- Winter fodder = 15,000 EUR



The after-LIFE carcss Ire

* Grasslands-based business improved in farms 4.4

, O

* Mobile grazing units as a service, run by LFN (hopefully) Mt X

* Products from grasslands with high added value produced and
promoted

* Information work and continuing to build the appreciation for
grassland as a tremendous resource

* The main caIIenge — how to quantify that?







