
NATURE CENTRE ï A TOOL 

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 

AWARENESS 

Daniel Juhhov 

Head of RMK Viimsi Nature Centre 





MAKING A 

CONNECTION 

In 2014 Nature Centres and the Nature 
Management department  organized 
120 different events locally and state 
wide: 
Å Lectures, outdoor seminars 
Å Hiking events, movie nights  
Å Performance and modern art 
Å Theater picnics, Family days 
 
All in all we had around 155 000 active 
participants which is more than 10% of 
the population of Estonia. 



HOW TO RAISE AWARENESS? 

 
Actively engage the local community: 

ÅCooperation with similar establishments: 

museums, cultural centres and community 

orientated organizations 

ÅCooperation with municipality officials, 

schools, kindergartens  

ÅFinding partners and sponsors to help 

organize events  

ÅGood relations with the local paper and 

social networking 

 



COMMUNITY Volunteers 

ÅAll bigger events of the 

Nature Centre are organized 

with the help of volunteers. 

Å In 2014 the avarege visitor 

numbers of our events 

jumped from 10-20 to 100-

200 

Community activists 

ÅHelp community activists 

with their projects - Viimsi 

Hiking Day was organized in 

collaboration with local 

museums, church and 

school ï 600 participants 

 

 



COMMUNITY 

Partners and sponsors 

ÅActively seek out projects to 

contribute to and welcome 

offers to help with projects 

ÅPartners and sponsors 

provide a variety of 

possibilities for new projects 

 



COMMUNICATION 

Å The local paper, facebook, 

mailing lists, posters, 

homepage 

ÅWe reach around 60-70 000 

people regularly, 10 000 

people locally 

Å Information - 1800 visitors 

received information about 

outdoor recreation possibilities  

 

  



ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

 
Nature Centres have been providing environmental educational 

programmes for more than 15 years: 

Å Seasonal programmes in 2014:  
Å Viimsi Nature Centre - 215 free programmes with about 3900 

participants, 45 programmes for charge and 800 participants 

Å 14 Nature Centres - 1700 free programmes with about 32 000 

participants, 400 programmes for charge ï 8000 participants 

Å Working with schools directly 

Å Christmas programmes for preschoolers 

Å Providing after school activities for children 

Å Arts and crafts courses for grown-ups 



HEART OF THE REGION 

Educational Centre 

Nature Centres focus on active environmental education and 

close cooperation with the community  

 

Nature Centre 

Knowledge and know-how, nature exhibitions 

 

Information Centre 

Nature Centres provide information about hiking and R&R 

possibilities in the region 

 



YEARLY VISITS TO RMK 

RECREATION AREAS 

2010 - 1 570 000 visits 

2011 - 1 550 000 visits 

2012 - 1 600 000 visits 

2013 - 1 700 000 visits 

2014 - 1 900 000 visits 

 

By 2020   - 2 500 000 visits 

 



INFRASTRUCTURE AND 

INFORMATION 

Objects ï 6000 
Å Campfire sites ï 650  
Å Campsites ï 60  
Å Forest huts ï 27  
Å Rental huts ï 19  
Å Hiking trails ï 2500+ km 
 
Information 
Å Homepage ï 4,3 mln clicks; 1,9 mln unique 

clicks 
Å Annually 60-70 thousand visitors ask for 

information about our outdoor recreation 
possibilities directly  



 



 



 



 



STATE WIDE APPROACH 

2010 ï 5 National Parks and 5 open 

air events 

2011 ï 25 concerts in picturesque 

places 

2011 ï a day in the forest for all 6th 

graders  

2012 ï Boarder-to-boarder hiking route 

(375 km) 

2013 ï Theater picnic project 

2014 ï Toila Family day 

 


